
  OSCEOLA COUNTY 
   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BOARD MINUTES 
OCTOBER  19, 2021 

 
The Osceola County Board of Commissioners meeting was called to order by Chairman Mark Gregory at 1:18 p.m. 
 
Roll Call: Present-Commissioners Gregory, Turner, Michell, Elkins and Momany.  Absent-Commissioners Halladay and 
Custer. 
 
Commissioner Michell offered a prayer. 
 
Chairman Gregory led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America. 
 
Communications:  None. 
  
Brief Public Comment:  None.  
 
Employee Comment:  Karen Bluhm, County Clerk, updated the Board on the recent AG audit of November 2019 election 
in LeRoy Township. 
 
MOTION #1:  Approve Board Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Turner, seconded by Commissioner Momany to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion 
carried  with a voice vote and five (5) Commissioners voting yes.  Commissioners Halladay and Custer absent.   
 
MOTION #2:  Approve Board Minutes of October 5th & October 12th, 2021 
Motion by Commissioner Elkins, seconded by Commissioner Michell to approve the minutes of October 5th and 12th as 
presented.  Motion carried with a roll call vote and five (5) Commissioners voting yes.  Commissioners Halladay and 
Custer absent. 
 
MOTION #3:  Consent Agenda 
Motion by Commissioner Michell, seconded by Commissioner Elkins to approve the Consent Agenda of October 19, 
2021. Motion carried with a roll call vote and five (5) Commissioners voting yes.  Commissioners Halladay and Custer 
absent. 
 
MOTION #3A:  Payment of the Claims 
Approve the claims of the County for a total amount of $78,090.92. 
 
MOTION #3B:  Budget Amendments and Journal Register Report 
Approve the budget amendment as presented. 
 
Description   Line Item   Decrease  Increase 
Vehicle Maintenance  101.301.932.000      $  20,000 
Sick Pay    101.301.702.008   $   20,000 
Permanent Employees  101.301.702.003   $   20,000 
Overtime   101.301.702.005      $   20,000 
 

RESOLUTION 2021-0012 
Support of Strengthening Public Behavioral Health System 

 
WHEREAS, Community Mental Health for Central Michigan (CMHCM), a Mental Health Authority that has served for 
more than 50 years as the public mental health and intellectual/developmental disabilities services provider for Clare, 
Gladwin, Isabella, Mecosta, Midland, and Osceola counties, and has served over 10,000 residents in FY20; and 
WHEREAS, CMHCM was created by the Osceola County Board of Commissioners along with five participating County 
Boards of Commissioners as duly authorized under the Community Mental Health Act of 1963; and 
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WHEREAS, CMHCM is governed by a Board of Directors seated by the Osceola County Board of Commissioners along 
with five participating County Boards of Commissioners appointed according to state law to include County 
Commissioners, invested citizens, and persons with lived experience from each of the local communities; and 
 
WHEREAS, every year, thousands of individuals and their families across Central Michigan depend on the public 
behavioral health system for daily (and in some cases, life-long) supports and services; and  
 
WHEREAS, Michigan’s Community Mental Health (CMH) system has pioneered every mental health innovation, 
evidence-based, and promising practice that are not available outside of the system. It has delivered these effectively and 
efficiently benefiting its consumers and the taxpayers. Some examples include: 

• Meeting or exceeding state-established performance standards, for decades, around timeliness of access, 
speed of crisis intervention, follow-up from inpatient care, and low inpatient readmission rates; 

• Providing one of the nation’s most comprehensive array of community-based services resulting in a dramatic 
increase in access to care for low-income Michiganders; 

• Ranking number six in the country for access to care for adults; 
• Saving over $5 billion from 1997 through 2015 and extrapolated to over $12 billion through 2024 through the 

use of person-centered planning and comprehensive care management; 
• The total state overhead payment to the public managed care system is 6.02 percent compared to the 21 

percent paid to private health plans resulting in a savings of $4.7 billion since 1997. This means that $94 of 
every $100 dollars provided to the CMH system is used for health care compared with only $79 of $100 from 
private providers. This difference is equivalent to $450 million diverted from the mental health care of 
Michiganders; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Osceola County Board of Commissioners opposes any behavioral health redesign that harms the state 
and county partnership for community mental health and related Medicaid safety net services. Additionally, we believe 
that any behavioral health redesign must maintain the efficacy, responsiveness, and integrity of the community-based 
behavioral health system; and 
 
WHEREAS, recent proposals in the House and Senate fundamentally change the public behavioral health system and will 
harm those served by the system. The Osceola County Board of Commissioners opposes these proposals because:  

• Public oversight, governance, operations, and accountability of the Medicaid benefit would be ended;  
• Beneficiaries would lose local access for input into the design and operation of their Medicaid services and 

supports system; 
• Current proposals for redesign are not based on performance metrics related to positive outcomes, 

effectiveness, and efficiency measures associated with the current public system. The proposals offer no clear 
statement about the problems that the Senate or House are attempting to address or solve; 

• The proposed bills ignore the views expressed by those who would be directly affected by these changes. 
These bills ignore the comprehensive set of recommendations made by a large and diverse set of stakeholders 
who have the most to gain or lose from changes to the system and are counter to the findings captured in the 
Section 298 Workgroup Final Report; and 

 
WHEREAS, instead of damaging the public behavioral health system through ill-advised proposals, recent innovations 
fostered by the public behavioral health system should be supported. The Osceola County Board of Commissioners 
supports and asks our Legislative and Executive Branch leaders to support local primary and behavioral health integration 
infrastructure and care coordination at the point of service delivery to include:  

• Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics (CCBHCs)  
• Behavioral Health Homes  
• Opioid Health Homes; and  

 
WHEREAS, the public behavioral health system is the safety net system for our state’s most vulnerable individuals. We 
believe strongly that the public safety net behavioral health system must remain public in governance, accountability, 
funding, and operation. We believe strongly that beneficiaries have immediate, virtual, and in-person access to their board  
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member representatives in the community and to the whole board of directors through participation in local public board 
meetings under the Open Meetings Act. Recent proposals by some members of the Michigan Senate and House eliminate 
these key features of the behavioral health system. We stand united in opposing these proposals; and  
 
WHEREAS, the public behavioral health system carries out its responsibilities to every citizen in this state by seeking and 
serving persons with the greatest, most severe, most persistent needs and vulnerabilities without regard to whether there is 
risk of loss, low, or no return on investment, or other non-person-centered motivations. The public system appropriately 
shares these risks with the State and is demonstrably and significantly more efficient at moving more taxpayer money into 
services and not into administration, infrastructure, or profits; and   
 
WHEREAS, the public behavioral health safety net has ensured continued services and supports to individuals, families, 
communities, workforce members, and provider organizations in every possible way before and throughout the pandemic 
period including tens of millions of dollars in provider stabilization and direct care worker support in this CMH region 
alone. The House and Senate proposals as they currently stand both eliminate Michigan’s PIHPs, threaten the CMH’s 
ability to deliver services and supports to the most vulnerable individuals in our State and shift responsibility for 
managing public services and supports to private health plans (Senate), and Administrative Services Organization 
(House), and to the State, effectively damaging Osceola County-level oversight and control. The premise of these 
proposals appears to proffer that privatization (Senate) and state-centralization (House) are better than local access, local 
control, local accountability, collaborative regional/local management, shared resources, and local oversight. We stand 
united in opposition to those proposals; and 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that we request that our policy making representatives support, improve, and 
strengthen the public behavioral health safety net system, and that you support improvements in the delivery of publicly 
governed, publicly accountable, publicly operated regional and community-based systems, investing in and expanding 
initiatives that are proven to improve citizen access, beneficiary engagement, individual and population health, behavioral 
wellbeing, resiliency, quality of life, and community betterment such as those mentioned above. These are among the 
daily, weekly, and yearly accomplishments of the public system that would be destroyed by pursuing these new legislative 
proposals. 
 
MOTION #3C:  Elected Officials Wages for 2022 Fiscal Year 
Set the Elected Officials wages for 2022 at the current 2021 rate of pay.   
 
MOTION #3D:  District Court Case Binder Purchase 
Approve the purchase of District Court case binders from The Ebco Company in the amount of $1,180.00.  
Recommendation carried unanimously. 
 
MOTION #3E:  Contract Amendment/AAAWM COA 
Approve the AAAWM COA FY21.3 Contract Amendment for Commission on Aging and authorize the Chairman to sign.   
 
MOTION #3F:  Marion Meal Site/Lease Agreement 
Approve the Marion Meal Site Lease Agreement with CMDHD.   
 
MOTION #3G:  E.M.S. Bad Debt Report 
Approve the Bad Debt Report from E.M.S. for July through September 2021.   
 
MOTION #3H:  USDA Emergency Rural Healthcare Grant Application 
Approve the USDA Emergency Rural Healthcare Grant Application and authorize the Chairman to sign.   
 
MOTION #3I:  E.M.S. Assistant Director/Job Posting 
Allow the E.M.S. Director to post the job opening for E.M.S. Assistant Director.   
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MOTION #3J:  2021 County Apportionment Report 
Approve the 2021 County Apportionment Report as presented.   
 
MOTION #3K:  Disposal of Sheriff’s Department Vehicles 
Allow Enterprise Fleet Management to dispose of County Sheriff’s vehicles when ready for disposal. 
 
MOTION #3L:  Friend of the Court/Job Posting 
Allow the Friend of the Court to post their upcoming vacant position. 
 
MOTION #3M:  Board Room/Sound Equipment Update 
Approve the quote from Quinn’s in the amount of $1,647.47 for updating the sound system in the Board Room.   
 
MOTION #3N:  Disposal of Lifepak Monitors 
Allow E.M.S. to sell Lifepak 12 monitors to Kelby’s Kids for $1.00.   
 
MOTION #3O:  County Coordinator Contract 
Approve the contract as presented for County Coordinator pending County Counsel review.   
 
MOTION #3P:  Purchase of Property/C.O.A. 
Approve the purchase agreement for the 215 S. Division St., Hersey property for Commission on Aging and authorize the 
Chairman to sign upon approval of the seller. 
 
MOTION #3Q:  GELC Lieutenant Contract 
Approve the GELC Lieutenant Contract as presented and authorize the appropriate signatures.  
  
Motion to approve the consent agenda from the Committee of the Whole meeting of October 19, 2021 carried with a roll 
call vote and five (5) Commissioners voting yes.  Commissioners Custer and Halladay absent.  
 
MOTION #4:  Training of Sheriff’s Department Officers 
Moved by Commissioner Turner, seconded by Commissioner Elkins to approve use of ARPA funds for the training of 
three (3) new officers for the Sheriff’s Department.  Motion carried with four (4) yes votes, one (1) no vote and 
Commissioners Halladay and Custer absent.  Voting yes:  Commissioners Gregory, Turner, Elkins and Momany.  Voting 
no:  Commissioner Michell. 
 
MOTION #5:  Sheriff’s Department Lease of Vehicles/Enterprise Fleet Management 
Moved by Commissioner Michell, seconded by Commissioner Momany to proceed with the lease of additional six (6) 
vehicles for a total of ten (10) vehicles with Enterprise Fleet Management and the ten (10) year plan model; changing the 
previously approved five (5) year plan with Enterprise Fleet.  Motion carried with four (4) yes votes, one (1) no vote and 
Commissioners Halladay and Custer absent.  Voting yes:  Commissioners Gregory, Turner, Elkins and Momany.  Voting 
no:  Commissioner Michell. 
 
Board liaison reports given. 
 
Employee/Board Comment:  None. 
 
Extended Public Comment:  None. 
 
Moved by Commissioner Turner, seconded by Commissioner Momany to adjourn at 1:53 p.m.  Motion carried with a roll 
call vote and all five (5) Commissioners voting yes.  Commissioners Custer and Halladay absent.   
 
 
__________________________________    ___________________________________ 
Karen J. Bluhm, County Clerk      Mark Gregory, Chairman 


